BRITAIN   GOES  TO  WAR
Even more serious was the prospect of Turco-Arab co-
operation, and of a. Jihad or Holy War which might be directed
against the Suez Canal and Egypt and which might spread by
means of Turkish and German encouragement through Persia
and Afghanistan to India where, combined with latent sedition
and rebellion, it might spread like wildfire at a time when India
would be least able to cope with it. The conviction that these
threats were real and were most potent reasons why the ex-
pedition should be sent was recorded by General Barrow in his
memorandum of September s6th:
Such a contingency (immediate war with Turkey) need
not alarm us unless the Turks succeed in drawing the Arabs
to their side.   In that case they will proclaim a Jahad and
endeavour  to  raise  Afghanistan  and  the  frontier  tribes
against us, which might be a serious danger to India and
would most certainly add enormously to our difficulties and
responsibilities. This shows how important it is to us to avert
a Turco-Arab coalition.   It is known that Turkey has been
intriguing right and left to win over the Arabs, and it is
even said that Ibn Saud, the leading Arab Chief, has been
induced to join the Turks.   If this is true we may expect
serious trouble in Mesopotamia and in Egypt.1
Although events after the outbreak of the war were to prove
that the dangers as well as the possibilities of effective Muslim
co-operation had been  greatly overstressed in London,  the
fear  of German  and  Turkish  propaganda  and  subversive
activities had not been without foundation. A German mission
composed of thirty-two members was known to be on its way
in September, 1914, to Afghanistan by way of Aleppo and
Kerman.2 Other missions, sent to stir up the Muslims in India,
in the Yemen and in Egypt, had been reported.3   Attempts
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